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Are you the next new member?
A Message from the Artistic Director
Dear Prospective Member of the Atlanta Gay Men’s Chorus,
I am always excited when I hear that someone wants to be a member of the Atlanta Gay Men’s Chorus. It
says a great deal about the work we’re doing and how it is valued in the community. I am hopeful that
through a carefully considered, embracing process, we will soon be able to consider you one of the proud
members of the AGMC.
In this packet, you will find everything you need to begin your audition/interview process:
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Auditioning for the Atlanta Gay Men’s Chorus
Prospective Member Overview
Application for Singing Membership

A word about “audition.” If the word puts a knot in your stomach, I understand. I have been auditioning
singers for choruses and musical theatre productions for decades and I know first-hand how difficult the
process can be. Unfortunately, auditions require us to do our best work under the worst circumstances,
and the pressure can create lots of challenges – especially when singing. It’s so very personal and when
we’re scared, it can show.
Take a deep breath. I get it. And so does our leadership team that realizes you may not be a professional
singer. Few choruses require that you are. When you walk through the door, we want you to be the best
you can be, and we promise to do everything we can to make you feel comfortable.
Our hope is that the process is natural and doesn’t feel rushed for you, but scheduling is often tight and
we need to move quickly, which may make your twenty minutes feel like twenty seconds, but it’s not.
We’ll be listening and working with you to understand your voice and give you every opportunity to
become a member of the Atlanta Gay Men’s Chorus.
So take a breath. We’re just people – people who want to see you succeed.
I look forward to meeting you at the audition and to the possibility of calling you our next new member!
Warm regards,

Kevin Robison
Artistic Director

AUDITIONING FOR THE ATLANTA GAY MEN’S CHORUS
How to prepare:

!

It’s essential that you hear the chorus before auditioning. Be sure to listen to all four examples of live
performances found on the page where you downloaded this document. This will give you an idea of
the variety of music we perform and the caliber of the group.
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We’d prefer that you prepare a song in advance and bring sheet music with you for our pianist to
read. The song should be appropriate for the type of music the chorus performs (e.g. classical,
multicultural, jazz, musical theater, pop). If you need to look at the music while you sing, please bring
two copies. We prefer you not use electronic accompaniment.
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If you do not read music or do not have a prepared song, you may sing “Happy Birthday,” “America
the Beautiful,” “My Country ‘Tis of Thee,” a hymn, or something similar. We have had many members
pass the audition with music as simple as this.
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Audition dates and times are on the same web page. Once you’ve looked everything over, contact
Membership President Woody Eadie at woody.eadie@voicesofnote.org to schedule your time. If you
are not available to audition on the designated date, please ask if there is an alternate time you might
schedule. Auditions are by appointment only. You will receive directions to the audition location once
you arrange a time. Also be sure that you add his email address to your list of contacts, or take any
necessary steps to make sure any email from him doesn’t go to your spam folder.
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Please make arrangements with the president to contact him on the day of the audition in the event
that you are running late or have to reschedule. Should you change your mind about auditioning,
please let him know that as well so we may use our time efficiently.

What to expect when you arrive:
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You will be asked to provide a completed Application for Singing Membership (the last page of this
document). Filling this out in advance of your arrival will be very helpful.
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When you enter the room, you will be greeted by Artistic Director Kevin Robison (who will take your
application) and several music leaders from the chorus. They are all there to support you in your
audition and want you to succeed. After introductions, you may be asked some additional questions
based on your completed form.
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Next, you will do some vocalizing to establish the section for which your voice would be most
appropriate. Stand comfortably by the piano for this portion of the audition. You may be asked to
sing in parts of your voice that you don’t use often, but that’s part of the process. It’s important to
explore all ranges of your voice in order to determine where to place you.
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You will also be asked to demonstrate how easily you learn a passage of music. Do not let this
discourage you from auditioning. Many of our members do not read music and learn better through
listening. You may have this skill as well, and that is what the team needs to determine. If you’re a
good sight-reader, then you should have no problem at all. But if sight-reading scares you, don’t
sweat it. We’ll work with you.
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The audition may also include a check of your tonal memory. A short melodic phrase will be played
on the piano and you will be asked to sing it back.

What to expect immediately after your audition:
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You may be asked to step out of the room while the team discusses your audition. Upon your return,
you will be offered one of the following:
"

Prospective Membership: Everyone who passes the initial audition will be welcomed as
a prospective member. We may have some suggestions for what we’d like to hear from
you vocally during the prospective period of three weeks. This period also gives you
time to audition us, which is very important. During the first three rehearsals, you will
participate in our orientation process, which provides more detailed information about
the chorus and gives you and others the opportunity to ask questions. After the third
week, you will be notified of your status going forward. If we are not able to offer you a
singing membership at that time, you will be offered the opportunity to become part of
our non-singing team of volunteers.

"

Non-singing Membership: Non-singing members, collectively known as the 5 Section,
are welcome at all rehearsals and may assist with setup, monitoring the door to the
th
rehearsal space, or putting out snacks for the break. Members of the 5 Section are also
present at performances (at no cost) to assist with front-of-house or backstage
management. While the time commitment is less for non-singing members, they are
considered to be of equal importance in the chorus family.

th

It is not easy for us to turn people away. We want to celebrate with as many of our brothers as we
can. If we cannot offer you a singing position, we will be gentle, treat you with the respect, and
applaud your courage and interest in the AGMC. Our hope is that we might be able to find other ways
for you to contribute to the chorus and we may suggest that you consider a non-singing membership
which involves volunteering in rehearsal and at performances.

The next steps:
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If you are offered singing membership with the AGMC, we will do everything in our power to ensure
that you are given the best orientation possible. Please read the AGMC Prospective Member
Overview (next in this document) before coming to your first rehearsal. This will answer some basic
questions and prepare you for this exciting and unique experience.
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You will not be asked to make a financial commitment to the AGMC until the orientation process is
complete and have decided to move forward with your membership.

We are excited by your interest and are hopeful that you become one of many stellar members of the
Atlanta Gay Men’s Chorus.

PROSPECTIVE MEMBER OVERVIEW

What new and prospective members can expect at the first rehearsal:
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A vocal warm-up
Staff introductions and welcome
Introduction to the music for the current concert cycle
News and announcements
A break – a great time to meet members of the chorus and grab a quick snack

What is expected of you when accepted to singing membership:
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Ability to attend Thursday night rehearsals from 7:30 – 10:00 PM in Midtown (rehearsals change to
Tuesday night for Thanksgiving and Maundy Thursday)
Commitment to attend the first the mandatory rehearsals of your first concert cycle
Ability to participate in additional rehearsals, particularly during concert weeks
Ability to meet the attendance requirements for a particular cycle (the period of time beginning with
the first rehearsal and ending with the execution of one set of three performances)
Periodic sectional rehearsals to focus on mechanics of the music
Two-hundred twenty-five dollars ($225) in annual membership dues, payable in three installments of
$75 at the beginning of each of the three rehearsal cycles (September, January, April)
Tuxedo for performances (assistance is offered in locating performance attire) and other accessories,
combinations as applicable to the program of certain concerts
Memorizing music for each concert
Hard work and a collaborative approach

What AGMC provides with your membership:
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A social and support network of men who love music, singing and performing together
Solo and small group performance opportunities
An extensive orientation process that introduces you to the policies and practices of the organization
A Membership Committee that will provide you with a handbook and also be available to hear your
needs and answer questions
A Chorus Buddy to help you learn more ins and outs of the organization during your first cycle
A Section Manager to regularly guide you through any chorus business you may need to conduct
A Music Leader to answer questions and provide additional help with musical details of each concert
Access to a weekly e-newsletter and our members-only website and Facebook page
Participation in the annual winter retreat (additional individual expenses incurred)
Dinners and socials to connect with other members, staff and board members
Financial assistance and scholarships for members with a financial challenges
A roster of staff, board, and membership chairs
A host of season subscribers and tons of adoring fans

Atlanta Gay Men’s Chorus
Application for Singing Membership
2017-2018 Season
Personal Information
Name
Email address

Preferred phone

Other reliable ways to contact you
Current address
City

State

Zip

Employer (optional)

History
Previous dates/times you sang with AGMC

AGMC concerts you may have attended

How did you hear about the chorus?

List choruses that you may have sung with in the past

Please describe your musical background, including vocal training and instruments you’ve studied

List any languages other than English that you speak or have studied

Availability
ORIENTATION REHEARSALS
You are required to attend the first three regular rehearsals after joining before you may have an absence. These will give you a
chance to get to know us, and make sure we’re a good fit for you. We’ll also share important information about being a member.
HOLIDAY CYCLE
Regular Rehearsals: Thursday evenings September 7–November 30, 2017 and Tuesday November 21 (no Thanksgiving rehearsal)
Tech Rehearsals: Wednesday and Thursday evenings December 6 & 7
Performances: Friday, December 8 at 8 PM and Saturday, December 9 at 2 PM and 8 PM
SPRING CYCLE
Regular Rehearsals: Thursday evenings January 4 – March 22, 2018
Regional City Tour: March 23, 2018 – March 25, 2018 (two overnights)
Tech Rehearsals: Wednesday and Thursday evenings March 28 & 29
Performances: Friday, March 30 at 8 PM and Saturday, March 31 at 2 PM and 8 PM
SUMMER CYCLE
Regular Rehearsals: Thursday evenings April 12 – June 21, 2018
Tech Rehearsals: Wednesday and Thursday evenings June 27 & 28
Performances: Friday, June 29 at 8 PM and Saturday, June 30 at 2 PM and 8 PM
Dates subject to change prior to the beginning of any concert cycle. Please list any known conflicts with the above rehearsal and performance schedule:

AGMC prospers through volunteer assistance from its membership. In which of the following support areas might you have interest?
Production

Marketing

Fundraising

Administrative

List any additional ways you feel you might be able to contribute to the AGMC mission:

Audience Development

